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ACCIDENTS INVOLVING TRAINS

In scanning through old newspapers, some

~ things catch your eye. Newspapers usually
report on the front pages such things as
drownings, poisonings, accidents, epidemics,

"+ etc. which result in death or injury. It's the

same thing with television news. People

« seem to be more interested in that type news

" rather than human interest news stories.

One thing | noticed in these old

* newspapers was the number of accidents

—4 involving trains on the main railroad line

running through Prescott. The present-day

Union-Pacific railroad is the only railroad
operating in Nevada County today. It was constructed through Nevada County in 1873
and was originally called the Cairo and Fulton Railroad. It later was known as the St.
Louis, Iron Mountain, and Southern Railway, the Missouri-Pacific Railroad, and today it is
known as the Union-Pacific Railroad. It runs through Nevada County for a distance of
about 14 miles (see the green line on the map). It passes through the towns of Boughton,
Prescott, and Emmet. Prescott is the largest town in the county and the county seat.
Before the railroad came, businesses had begun to spring up around Moscow, a short
distance south of Prescott, but when the railroad came, stores began to be built closer to
the railroad. Prescott grew rapidly and Moscow began to decline. It was reported in 1907
that thirty trains passed through Prescott each day (nine passenger trains and 21 freight
trains) and that more were to be added soon. Today, this is a busy railroad line with many

trains passing along it each day.

We can understand why horses pulling a wagon might be frightened by the whistle
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and noise from an approaching train. That was the cause of several accidents or near

accidents reported in the early newspapers, and, just like today, some people tried to beat
the train and lost. Here are some of the incidents involving trains on this railroad line for
the years 1906 to 1923.

April, 1906

An unknown Negro boy was struck by a train two miles west of Prescott. The train crew
brought him to town and he was taken to Dr. Rice where a piece of his skull was removed
in an effort to save his life. He died a few hours later. He had a looking glass in his pocket
with the name Mandy Johnson and several other names that could not be read.

July, 1907

A Negro boy about 17 years old was found crushed to death between two box cars. He
was hiding between the cars to avoid detection. The body was turned over to the county
and buried at county expense.

June, 1909

Tom May, a highly respected farmer, who lived five miles south of Prescott was knocked
off a trestle two miles east of Emmet. He had been walking the track to Emmet. He was
about 70 years old and had poor eyesight. It was thought that he might have
miscalculated the distance of the approaching train.

July, 1909

James Emmerson, colored, and several other boys had taken two hand cars and traveled
along the railroad to Guernsey in Hempstead County. On the way back, a freight train
came up behind them near Emmet. They were trying to get the hand car off the track
when Emmerson was hit. His body was so mangled that he died before they could get
him to Prescott.

July, 1909

E. Y. Blakely’s horse became frightened by a train as he was crossing the track and Mr.
Blakely lost control of the horse which ran at break-neck speed to a point near the depot.
Mr. Blakely was thrown from the wagon and suffered some bruises. Three days later,
the laundry boy left his horse and wagon to go into the post office. The horse became
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frightened by a passing train and ran at full speed up West Main St. It was stopped in
front of the telephone exchange. No damage was done except one wheel of the wagon
was wrecked.

January, 1910

Ira Kizer, age 14, fell beneath the wheels of a moving freight train. He and six other boys
had caught the train at the Waller crossing and two blocks later, the boy fell under the
wheels and was badly injured. He said later that he was pushed off the train, but his
companions said he jumped off and was trying to get back on when he fell beneath the
wheels. His was taken to his home where doctors amputated his left leg near the hip.
Two toes on his right foot and the little finger on his right hand were also removed and a
severe head wound was dressed. It was reported that he stood the operation well.
January, 1910

Tony Amorine was run over by a train at Boughton. He was a pumper for the railroad
water tank at Boughton. He had boarded a train engine to talk to the engineer. When he
stepped off the engine, he failed to notice a work train which was backing up on a side
track and stepped directly in front of the caboose. He was killed instantly.

March, 1911

A white man, age 40, was killed by a freight train near Boughton. There was nothing in
his clothes to help identify him. He was sitting on the side of the track and when he saw
the train approaching, he stood up and waved his hat at the train. He then laid down
across the track. He was a well-dressed man and had some papers in his pockets. A
signature on one of the papers had been erased and the mark on his hat band had been
cut out.

December, 1920

J. U. Brown was driving his Ford automobile across the tracks near the Prescott ice plant.
His passenger was a colored man named Frank Bradley. His vehicle was struck by a
fast-moving mail train demolishing the car and killing both men.

May, 1921

A man was driving his wagon across the track when he saw a train approaching. He tried

to whip his team to make them move faster. The engineer saw him and applied the brakes
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on the train. When the train stopped, it was one foot from the wagon. The narrow escape
was witnessed by passengers waiting at the depot to board the train.

April, 1923

A team driven by a boy named Gammage who lived near Sutton was struck by a
passenger train at the EIm Street crossing. A mule was killed and the wagon was
wrecked, but the boy escaped injury by jumping from the wagon.

This is only a partial list of the accidents involving trains in Nevada County. There are
no crossing gates at Prescott that come down blocking traffic. Drivers must rely on the
blinking lights warning them of a train coming and the train whistle at each crossing.
There have been several deaths in recent years at some of the crossings in Prescott. We
must remember that trains have the right-of-way. Don’t stop your vehicle on the railroad
track while waiting for a light to change. Don’t ever take a chance by trying to get across
the track before the train gets there. Trains seldom stop at Prescott these days blocking
the road, so it will only take a few minutes for the train to pass. Just sit back and relax
watching the train go by while you check out what the train is hauling or read the graffiti

painted on the side of the rail cars.

PETRIFIED WOOD

| will leave it to the geologists to explain why some wood becomes petrified. We
sometimes find small pieces of petrified wood when land is cleared and the topsoil has
been removed. | know of three places near Bluff City where | found petrified wood when

| was working. The three locations are separated from each other by a mile or more.

One time we were burning the debris left from a timber harvest job where all the timber
had been cut. We burned what was left so that the tract could be replanted with pine
seedlings to start a new forest. In order to do this, we had to plow a fire lane around the
area to be burned with a small bulldozer. On this particular tract we noticed the fire plow
had unearthed some pieces of petrified wood. Later on, after the fire had died down, we
checked that area again. Some of the workers picked up small pieces of the petrified
wood to take home. Since we had the fire plow handy, we used it to dig up more pieces.

We soon discovered that it was a whole tree buried beneath the soil. Some pieces broke
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into sections about four or five feet long. Several of us took home a large chunk of this
petrified tree. | also salvaged a nice piece about two feet long and a foot wide that | have

displayed in my living room.

This piece found near Bluff City is about four feet in length

Many years ago, when my dad was working for the county, one of the road graders
was cleaning out the road ditches when it unearthed a large petrified tree stump. | seem
to remember that my dad later went to that location with his pulpwood truck and loaded
up that tree stump and brought it home and leaned it up against a sycamore tree in our
front yard. It remains there today and the tree has now grown over the end of the petrified

stump.

Petrified tree stump we leaned up against a
sycamore tree many years ago. The tree has

grown over the end of it.
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A piece about two feet long found near Bluff City

Some of the old-timers used pieces of petrified wood as grave markers. Some just

used regular rocks, but a piece of petrified wood was something special.

Petrified wood grave markers at Ebenezer Cemetery near Bluff City
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Is petrified wood valuable? According to what | found online; petrified wood can be
worth from 25 cents to ten dollars per pound to rock collectors depending on the quality
and size. Small pieces only a few inches long are sold for about $4 to $8 each. Anything
rare is usually worth something to somebody. Many people just like to have pieces of
petrified wood around their homes—in their flower beds of somewhere where it can be
seen. | have been offered money for my four-foot section of the petrified tree that |

brought home that day, but | have no intention of selling it.

RAINFALL RECORD

| received four inches of rain at my house in August making 36.6 inches for the first
eight months of 2022. January (.8 inch); Feb. (6.6 inches); Mar. (6.9 inches); Apr. (5.5
inches); May (6.2 inches); June (3.8 inches); July (1.8 inches); Aug. (4.0 inches)

FAMOUS INVENTORS

You should remember most of these from your school days. Answers on last page.

1. Robert Fulton A. sewing machine
2 Eli Whitney B. Kodak camera

3. Samuel Colt C. polio vaccine

4. Charles Goodyear D. telegraph

5. Thomas Edison E. cotton gin

6. Alexander Graham Bell F. mechanical reaper

7 Martin Cooper G. steamboat

8. Samuel F. B. Morse H. transformer

9.  Cyrus McCormick I. cellular mobile phone
10.___ Elias Howe/ Isaac Singer J. florescent light; radio
11.__ George Eastman K. telephone

12.___ Nikola Tesla L. firearms

13._ George Westinghouse M. vulcanized rubber
14._ Henry Ford N. light bulb; phonograph
15._ Dr. Jonas Salk O. assembly line mass production

“Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration” —Thomas
Edison
“To invent, you need a good imagination and a pile of junk”. —-Thomas Edison
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Here are some inventors of everyday items we use. | bet you can’t get over two of
these correct. Answers below. Don’t cheat!

1. Ermal Fraze

2. Joseph Friedman
3. James Goodfellow
4. Hymen Lipman
5. Alfred Fielding
6
7
8

. Mary Anderson

._____Harry Coover

._____Pnilip Diehl
9. Ben Franklin
10.__ Hubert Booth
11.___ Norm Larson

12. William Cullen
13. Whitcomb Judson
14. George de Mestral

15.__ John Landers Mason
16.___ Jules Montenier
17.___ Stephen Perry
18.__ Percy Spencer

A. refrigerator

B. ATM pin numbers

C. bifocals

D. zippers

E. super glue

F. Velcro

G. modern pencil with eraser at one end
H. bubble wrap

|. pop top soda cans

J. WD-40

K. bendable straw

L. microwave oven

M. deodorant

N. ceiling fans

O. vacuum cleaner

P. windshield wiper blades
Q. Mason jars

‘R. rubber bands

Answers to Inventors on page 7
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Frankenstein Friday, the last Friday in October, recognizes author Mary Shelley and her
novel Frankenstein. Dating back to 1818, Dr. Frankenstein’s monster is one of the best-
known horror characters of all time. But today, science and technology may create a
monstrosity more fearful than any 19 century fiction.

21st Century Frankenstein — by Don Mathis

The Modern Prometheus is still with us

very near 200 years.

This literary creation was the first science fiction.

His hideous progeny lives in human memory

and spawns discussion of biomedical innovation.
Now, more than ever before,

Frankenstein alters the mind.

The world of imagination fuses with the realm of legislation.
Ultrasound sonography shows us things we cannot see.
A CT scan, MRI, and EEG are benefits of electricity —
the same joule that caused the monster to move.
Genetics may alter but processes may falter.

It is a fact, science is not exact.

With a clone you are never alone.

Will dependence on engineered corn

hold traditional farming methods to scorn?
Agrochemicals may give us a longer lifespan

but it may be the end of man.

Will our diet of hormone-fed beef

ultimately bring us grief?

Would you trust a café that sells burgers

made from lab-grown muscle cells?

The locks on Pandora's Box

are there for a purpose, not to thwart us.

Fifty years' research of DNA

may allow us to choose our legacy someday.

Future babies we hold dear

may be scientifically engineered.

If we tamper with genetics,

do we meddle with our ethics?

We must watch the path we trod

when we suppose that we act as God

or Mary Shelley's creature will seem tame in our future.



