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DR. ROOKS’ PLANTATION 

     This map shows a parcel of land in Nevada County (about 660 acres) located southwest of Bluff 
City.  It was once owned by Dr. William Riley Rooks.  Today, much of the land is owned by the 
Arkansas Forestry Commission and is used as a seed orchard to get seed used to grow pine 
seedlings.  It was previously used as a nursery to grow pine seedlings.  The nursery opened in the 
1940s and provided employment for many local residents.  I spent the first four years of my life 
on this property just across the road from the nursery.   

     Dr. Rooks came to Arkansas from Tennessee about 1850 and seƩled on this tract of land which 
was then in Ouachita County.  His wife’s name was Mary Jane and they had three children 
according to the 1860 census.   

     This tract of land is menƟoned in the report of Brig. Gen. E. A. Carr on April 13, 1864.  The 
general was on his way to Camden and in his report, he stated that he was camped for the night 
at Dr. Rooks’ plantaƟon on the road from Lone Grove to Camden.  Lone Grove was an earlier name 
for Gum Grove located northwest of this property as shown on the map.  His reports show that 
he had an army of 600 mounted men plus a forage train (wagons).   There must have been a water 
source where he camped since he had at least 600 horses with him.  The next night, he camped 
at White Oak Creek.
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     A deed record shows that Dr. Rooks donated two acres of his property for a church and school.  
The land descripƟon on that deed shows it to be at Ebenezer near the cemetery.    

     A deed record dated January 22, 1876 shows that Dr. Rooks sold his 658 acres of land to Mrs. 
Harriet J. Blake (Deed Book E, page 17).  Dr. Rooks and his family then moved to Texarkana where 
he died in 1896.  He and his wife are buried at Stateline Cemetery in Texarkana.  

THE BLAKE FAMILY 

     I thought it a bit unusual for a woman to be buying that much land in 1876 with no menƟon of 
a husband in the deed.  I discovered that this Blake family was from Glenville in the southern part 
of Nevada County.  Apparently, they were well-to-do and had a large farm there.  I also discovered 
that Harriet’s husband, John W. Blake had died in 1875 from an accident while tearing down an 
old building.  A large beam fell on him causing his death.   So, for some reason, Mrs. Blake decided 
five months aŌer his death to purchase the large plantaƟon from Dr. Rooks.  She was 54 years old 
at the Ɵme and had a son, Green Richard Blake, who was 26 years old.  He was a farmer and 
perhaps influenced his mother to buy the large farm near Bluff City.    

     So, aŌer 1876, we find the Blake family operaƟng the large farm formerly owned by Dr. Rooks.  
Harriet Blake died in 1888 and was buried at Glenville Cemetery by her husband.  The farm near 
Bluff City then went to her son, Green Richard Blake.   

GREEN RICHARD BLAKE 

     Green Blake is profiled in Goodspeed’s Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Southern 
Arkansas which says this about him.  “Green R. Blake, a prominent planter, was born in South 
Carolina Dec. 31, 1850, and is the son of John W. and Harriet J. McClure Blake…. Mr. Blake is an 
exceedingly prosperous man, and ranks high, both in business and social circles.  He owns some 
valuable land and takes pride in culƟvaƟng the same.” 

     Green Blake married Ludella “Della” Wesson Hill.  They had six children.  She died in 1901 and 
was buried at Ebenezer Cemetery.    Her marker is badly broken.  AŌer her death, Green married 
Allie Dennis in 1905.   

     Green Blake also had some property in PrescoƩ and was also involved in poliƟcs.  He served as 
Nevada County tax assessor for four years and later ran for county treasurer.   I saw many records 
at the court house involving Green R. Blake, but I didn’t take the Ɵme to read all of them.   

     The next thing I found about Green Blake was in 1909 when he was having trouble with an 
infecƟon in one of his legs which later required the leg to be amputated.   

     In 1920, during the oil boom, an oil well was drilled on the Green Blake farm but no oil was 
found.  
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     Green R. Blake died in October, 1921 at the age of 70.  According to his obituary, he was buried 
at Ebenezer.  I am sure his grave would be next to his first wife, Della, but his grave is not marked 
and there is no evidence of a grave there today—not even a rock.  

 

     Green Blake is pictured in this photo from 1906 showing several prominent men of the area at 
a well-known landmark near Theo called Bluff Spring.  The man on the right is Jasper Newton Kirk, 
my great-grandfather.  

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE LAND? 

     Green Blake had three sons who survived him, but they had moved elsewhere.  One was living 
in Oklahoma, one in Texas, and one in PrescoƩ at the Ɵme of Green’s death.  The one living in 
PrescoƩ, Richard Glen Blake, was in Delight when he died in 1966 and his obituary says he was a 
caƩle farmer.  He also was buried at Ebenezer, but his grave is also unmarked.  I was able to find 
an old rusty metal marker with the name Richard G. visible, so at least we know his grave locaƟon.  
I placed a rock at his grave several years ago and documented the locaƟon in the cemetery 
records.   

     I did not do extensive research into the different land transacƟons following Green Blake’s 
death, but the land was later sold to various people—Barlows, Moodys, McKelvys, Griffiths, 
Nelsons.  When the nursery was developed in the early 1940s, the Forestry Commission 
purchased a large part of the land for their nursery.  My uncle, Lee Roy McKelvy, purchased 100 
acres of the old plantaƟon from Mrs. M. M. Barlow in 1939.   There were two houses on the 
property—his home and a smaller house where we lived when I was a child.  My uncle sold his 
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land in 1951.  As a condiƟon of the sale, he retained use of the buildings for five years and then 
they would become the property of the new owner if they had not been moved.   He decided to 
move his home to the Redland community and the small home where we lived was purchased by 
James and Eunice Plumley and moved near Gum Grove.  We moved a mile or two up the road 
toward Bluff City to a farm my father had purchased from Berry MarƟn in 1947.  Lee Moody 
bought some land from Green Blake about 1905 which was later sold to Hildre Griffith in 1926. 

THE OLD HOME 

     Directly across the highway from the Forestry Commission seed orchard is the oldest home in 
the Bluff City area.  I think this is where Green Blake lived when he owned the land and probably 
where Dr. Rooks lived when he owned the land before 1876.  I don’t know when the old house 
was built, but I have this liƩle bit of informaƟon from a cousin of mine (now deceased) who was 
born in 1917 and lived about a mile west of this property.  In a leƩer she wrote to me in 2001, 
she says “A road went from our house due east and came out by the Blake house.  I spent the 
night in that house when the Barksdales lived there.  I spent the night upstairs with Goldie and 
Merlene”.  She also menƟoned me in her leƩer—“I remember the first Ɵme I saw you.  It was by 
the Blake/Barlow house.  You were running along.  You were probably four or five years old.”   Our 
house at that Ɵme was just south of the old home.  My uncle’s house was a liƩle further south on 
the hillside near the large pond which was constructed aŌer the forestry commission bought the 
land.  This leƩer leads me to believe that the old house sƟll standing was once known as the Blake 
house.   My cousin menƟoned that the Barksdales lived there when she was young.   Green Blake 
died at his daughter’s home in Waldo in 1921, so the house was probably vacant for a Ɵme during 
his illness.  I remember it as the Barlow home where Lige and Elvie Barlow lived.  It is now owned 
by the Nelsons who restored it several years ago.  Here are before and aŌer pictures of the old 
home following its restoraƟon.  
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     Below is an aerial photo taken in 1966.  I have roughly outlined what was originally Dr. Rook’s 
plantaƟon.  The open fields shown on the photo is the Forestry Commission nursery as it looked 
in 1966.   It was originally constructed for growing pine seedlings, but has now been converted 
into a seed orchard. You can see the ponds constructed for irrigaƟon when seedlings were grown.  
I have labeled the locaƟon of the old home menƟoned in this arƟcle.  The X near the center of 
the photo is the locaƟon of our house when I was child.  This was on the 100 acres my uncle 
owned which included the land where the large pond was constructed   This is just a liƩle bit of 
the history associated with this parcel of land once known as Dr. Rook’s plantaƟon.  
 
    

 

     The Arkansas Forestry Commission nursery provided employment to many local residents 
when it was used for growing pine seedlings.  This land was well-drained sandy land and a perfect 
locaƟon for a pine seedling nursery.  It’s too bad that Dr. Rooks and Green Blake didn’t live to see 
how their land was used.   

      In late 1979, InternaƟonal Paper Co. began to develop another nursery about two miles 
southeast of the state nursery on land that was once John Gulley’s plantaƟon. That nursery is sƟll 
in business under the name Arbor-Gen Supertree nursery.  Millions of pine trees in south Arkansas 
got their start at these two nurseries near Bluff City.  
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SOME OLD PICTURES FROM THE BLUFF CITY NURSERY 

 

Women taking care of young pine seedlings.  This work involved working in the hot sun and, as 
you can see, some back-breaking work.  The seedlings were planted in the spring and liŌed in the 
late fall months when they were about a foot tall.   

 

The packing shed where the pine seedlings were counted and packed for shipping.  Pictured are 
Mrs. Hardwick MarƟn (leŌ) and Mrs. Eva Dell Henry (right).  As you can see from the way the 
women are dressed, there was no heat in the building.  

 

This photo was later aŌer the nursery was converted 
into a seed orchard.  The workers are probably picking 
pine cones for the seeds.   In the early days, the nursery 
paid one dollar per bushel for pine cones and many 
people in the area took advantage of this to make extra 
money.  
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WHAT ANATOMY IS  
(found in the Camden Evening News-March 14, 1923) 

A liƩle Negro school girl down in Florida in answer to this quesƟon, wrote the following: 
Anatomy is a human body. It is divided into three parts--the head, the chest, and the stummick. 
The head holds the skull and the brains if they is any, the chest holds the liver and the lites, and 
the stummick holds the entrails and the vowels, which are a, e, i, 0, and u and someƟmes w and 
y. 
 

LITTLE WILLIE’S POEM 
The teacher was trying to teach her class how to write a poem that rhymed.  LiƩle Willie wrote:  
I saw a preƩy maiden  
with blue eyes and red lips.  
She slipped into a puddle  
that reached to her ankles.  
“Why”, the teacher asked Willie, “that last line doesn’t rhyme at all.” “I know”, said Willie, “but 
the puddle wasn’t deep enough for it to rhyme.” 
 

 
 


